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USPA NEWS - Over the course of the Last Century, a Small Number of Individuals have played a Vital Role in shaping the Unfolding
Story of 20th-Century Art. Emily Fisher Landau was a Key Member of this Group: her Deep and Longstanding Involvement with
Leading Institutions, in particular the Whitney Museum of American Art; her Profound Engagement with the Art and Artists of her Time;
and her Unerring Instinct as a Collector at the Highest Level, all combining in One of the Greatest Collectors and Patrons of ‘60s, ‘70s
and ‘80s. 
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The Result of Decades of Inquiry and Curiosity, the Emily Fisher Landau Collection is Synonymous with Connoisseurship and Quality,
and also speaks to Mrs. Fisher Landau’s Voracious and Instinctive Approach to Collecting. From Pablo Picasso, Piet Mondrian, and
Fernand Léger, through to Ed Ruscha and Jasper Johns, alongside Mark Tansey and Glenn Ligon, the Collection traces the Greatest
Achievements of 20th-Century Art, in each Case through Key Masterpiece Examples.

---- Twentieth Century Art in Twenty Unforgettable Works
Emily Fisher Landau was, simply put, One of the Greatest Collectors and Patrons of the Twentieth Century. Her Legacy is set Apart for
her Deep and Longstanding Involvement with Leading Institutions, in particular the Whitney Museum of American Art, as well as her
Profound Engagement with the Art and Artists of her Time and her Unerring Instinct as a Collector at the Highest Level. Fisher Landau
assembled One of the Greatest Collections of Modern and Contemporary Art – 120 Works of which are coming to Auction at
Sotheby’s on 8–9 November.

The Collection not only tells the Story of 20th-Century Art, but also tells the Story of Emily Fisher Landau herself. Mrs. Fisher Landau’s
Collecting Journey began in the Late 1960s with the Purchase of a Striking Alexander Calder Mobile and with a Chance Encounter
with a Poster Advertising a Forthcoming Josef Albers Show at Pace Gallery, from which Three Major Acquisitions followed. Mrs.
Fisher Landau began to put Together a Major Ensemble of Works by Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Piet Mondrian, Jean Arp, Mark
Rothko, Franz Kline, Paul Klee and Louise Nevelson among others.

All were Complemented, in Later Years, by the Work of Artists she came to know and patronize Directly, many of whom she collected
in Depth. Few Collectors have been as committed to building Relationships with Artists as she: from Post-War Titans such as Ed
Ruscha and Jasper Johns to Artists at the Vanguard in the 21st Century, such as Glenn Ligon and Mark Tansey, Emily Fisher
Landau’s Steadfast Support as a Patron and Friend helped forge a Transformative New Path for Each One.

 "If a Person is a True Collector, Nothing will stand in their Way to get what they want."
–Emily Fisher Landau

Mrs. Fisher Landau’s Adventurous Spirit and Total Commitment to the Art and Artists of her Time aligned seamlessly with the Ethos of
the Increasingly Influential Whitney Museum, a Fierce Champion of Cutting-Edge American Artists, whose Work it showcased in its
striking Breuer Building on Madison Avenue in Manhattan. Beginning in the Mid-1980s, and over the Course of the Next Four
Decades, Mrs. Fisher Landau was deeply involved with the Whitney in so Many Ways: a Member of the Acquisition Committees, she
also endowed the Museum’s Famous Whitney Biennial Exhibitions and in 2010 made a Landmark Donation of nearly 400 Works,
which was subsequently exhibited under the Title “Legacy: The Emily Fisher Landau Collection”. The Fourth Floor of the Breuer
Building remains named in her Honor.

* Photos cover



- Pablo Picasso, Femme à la montre, 1932, oil on canvas, 51 ¼ x 38 inches. Estimate in excess of $120 million
- Mrs. Fisher Landau in front of Fernand Leger's Etude pour Les Constructeurs in her home in Manhattan in 2002. Photo by Chester
Higgins Jr./The New York Times/Redux. © 2023 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris
- Andy Warhol, Self-Portrait, 1986, acrylique et sérigraphie sur toile, 63.5 x 83.8 cm. Estimation: 15-20 millions $.
- Georgia O’Keeffe, Pink Tulip, 1925, huile sur toile, 81.3 x 30.5 cm, Estimation: 3-5 millions $.

Source: Sotheby's - "The Emily Fisher Landau Collection, An Era Defined"
8 & 9 November 2023 | New York
Emily Fisher Landau Evening Auction on 8 November
Emily Fisher Landau Day Auction on 9 November
As Sotheby's Specialists spotlight 20 Key Works from the Collection, celebrating their Impact on Twentieth-Century Art.
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